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Mr. Kappenman serves as Division Manager of the Applied Power Division of Metatech 

Corp.  He directs the development of products, services, and consulting that are 

provided to clientele world-wide and primarily focusing on Geomagnetic Disturbances 

& Space Weather, Lightning, and substation and power system engineering and 

related specialty products.  Prior to this he was with Minnesota Power for over 20 years. 

 

In March 1997, Mr. Kappenman was invited by the Presidents Commission on Critical 

Infrastructure Protection to brief the Commission on the “The Impact of Space Weather 

on Power Systems and their Operation”.  Mr. Kappenman has also served as a member 

of the Science Advisory Panel in July 2000 to the NOAA Space Environment Center.  Mr. 

Kappenman has presented testimony before the US House Science Committee in 

October 2003 on the importance of geomagnetic storm forecasting for the electric 

power industry. 

 

Mr. Kappenman is one of the principle investigators under contract with the 

Commission to Assess the Threat to the United States from Electromagnetic Pulse (EMP 

Commission).   The EMP Commission was established by Congress under the provisions 

of the Floyd D. Spence Defense Authorization Act of 2001, Public Law 106-398, Title XIV. 

The EMP Commission was chartered to conduct a study of the potential consequences 

of a high altitude nuclear detonation on the domestic and military infrastructure and to 

issue a report containing its findings and recommendations to the Congress, the 

Secretary of Defense, and the Director, FEMA. 

 

Mr. Kappenman is a member of the Editorial Advisory Committee to the AGU 

International Journal of Space Weather.  He is one of the founders and current 

Chairperson of the Commercial Space Weather Interest Group.  He is a Senior Member 

of the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers and the Power Engineering 

Society, and has served as the Chairman of the IEEE PES Transmission and Distribution 

Committee (1994-1996). 


